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The Washington County Conservation District (WCCD) is a local government agency in
Washington County, Pennsylvania, dedicated to promoting and supporting the conservation
of natural resources, especially soil and water. It operates in partnership with state and
federal programs, landowners, farmers, businesses, and municipalities to ensure the
sustainable use and protection of the county’s environmental resources.

About Us

For information or assistance contact:
Washington County Conservation District

724-705-7098
50 Old Hickory Ridge Washington, PA 15301

WWW.PAWCCD.ORG

Erosion and Sedimentation 
Division 

The Erosion and Sedimentation Division works to
minimize soil erosion and minimize sediment runoff
from construction and earth disturbance activities
throughout Washington County. By reviewing Erosion
and Sediment Control Plans, issuing permits, conducting
site inspections, and providing guidance to developers
and landowners, this division ensures compliance with
Pennsylvania’s Chapter 102 regulations. These efforts
help protect water quality, preserve land integrity, and
support responsible land use practices that benefit both
the environment and the community.

About the WCCD



Introduction

This Guide is intended for small, low-hazard projects.
The use of this guide does not absolve the user of the
responsibility of complying with other local laws and
regulations.

Introduction:

Purpose of Guide:

This E&S Homeowner’s Guide has been developed to provide the
latest information on Erosion Prevention and Sediment Control
Best Management Practices (BMPs) and offers details on the
proper installation and maintenance of BMPs. This is intended to
serve as a technical guide for meeting and implementing the
requirements of 25 Pa. Code Ch. 102 relating to erosion and
sediment control. There are many other resources available, and
readers are encouraged to refer to the documents listed in
Appendix D for additional information. 

This guide is intended for use on small construction sites (less
than half an acre). All projects earth disturbance activities (e.g.
clearing, grading or grubbing) must implement erosion and
sediment control measures to minimize the concentration of
stormwater runoff and the transport of sediment from the site. 

Disclaimer:
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 What is soil erosion?

As defined at 25 Pa. Code § 102.1, erosion is a
natural process by which the surface of the land is
worn away by water, wind, or chemical action, and
accelerated erosion is the removal of the surface of
the land through the combined action of human
activities and natural processes, at a rate greater
than would occur because of the natural process
alone. Sedimentation, which is defined as the
action or process of forming or depositing
sediment in waters of this Commonwealth, may
occur from either erosion or accelerated erosion.
DEP does not regulate erosion but does regulate
accelerated erosion. 

A certain amount of erosion and
sedimentation occurs naturally, and surface
waters are generally able to assimilate
naturally occurring sedimentation without
adverse effects. Adverse effects from
sedimentation occur more frequently due to
accelerated erosion from human induced
earth disturbance activities such as surface
mining, agricultural plowing and tilling,
construction, and timber harvesting
operations. It is cheaper and easier to
prevent erosion than to fix sedimentation
problems.

Is sediment pollution
harmful? 

Yes, sediment pollution can be harmful to various human and ecological
receptors.

Erosion and Sedimentation FAQ

Is sediment really a
pollutant?
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Amount of Earth
Disturbance:

What is required:

Written E&S plan
and BMPs must be

used

Written E&S plan
and BMPs must be

used

Less than 5,000
square feet

BMPs to control
erosion must be

used

5,000 square feet to
one acre

Any amount of earth
disturbance with

potential to discharge
to a High Quality or
Exceptional Value

water body
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Email:

Name of Nearest Receiving Water:

Start: End:

Present Site Conditions (i.e. type of land use):

Appendix A: Small Project E&S Control Plan Information

Applicant/Owner Name: Date:

Address: State & Zip Code:

Phone Number:Contact (if different than owner):

Address of Project:

Estimated Project Start and End Dates:

Project Acres (entire site): Disturbed Acres:

Municipality:

Narrative (Provide a detailed description of proposed work):

City:

Sequence of Construction (list each step in order that pertains to E&S): 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
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Rock Construction Entrance 

Permanent seeding/mulching: Concrete:

Species Seed Rate (lb/1000 sq ft) % by weight in Seed Mixture

Sunny areas in well drained soil.

Kentucky bluegrass 2-3 100

Perennial ryegrass 4-5 100

Kentucky bluegrass +
perennial ryegrass 

2-3
80-90
10-20

Kentucky bluegrass + fine
fescues + perennial ryegrass

3-4

40-60
20-40

10

Partially-shaded areas 

Fine fescues + Kentucky
bluegrass + perennial ryegrass

4
40-50
40-50

10

Fine fescues 4-5 100

Fully-shaded areas 

Rough bluegrass 2-3 100

Temporary Controls:
Check any E&S temporary controls (silt fence, compost filter sock, rock construction entrance, etc.) that
will be used on-site. Checked controls should follow the maintenance guidelines in the corresponding
details located at the end of this guide.

Permanent Controls 
List and describe the permanent controls to be utilized on-site in order to permanently stabilize disturbed
areas (revegetation, concrete, pavers, etc.). See Page 21 of the guidebook for additional information on
temporary seeding specifications. 

Silt Fence 

Concrete Wash Out

Compost Filter Sock

Inlet Filter Bag 

Erosion Control Blanketing 

Pumped Water Filter Bag

Other List other controls:

Site restoration:
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Email:

Name of Nearest Receiving Water:

Start: End:

Present Site Conditions (i.e. type of land use):

Appendix A:  Example

Applicant/Owner Name: Date:

Address: State & Zip Code:

Phone Number:Contact (if different than owner):

Address of Project:

Estimated Project Start and End Dates:

Project Acres (entire site): Disturbed Acres:

Municipality:

Narrative (Provide a detailed description of proposed work):

City:

Sequence of Construction (list each step in order that pertains to E&S): 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Homeowner 02/26/2026

123 Conservation Drive Washington PA, 12345

Homeowner B 123-456-7890 conserve@email.com

130 Watershed Drive Bluegill Creek

May 2026 October 2026

1.2 .3

Trout Township

Lawn

Planning on building a garage on part of existing lawn. 

Install rock construction access area for equipment to enter site 

Install temporary E&S controls (compost filter sock, silt fence)
Strip topsoil and place in designated stockpile

Construct garage

Permanently stabilize disturbed areas with seeding mix
Remove and properly dispose of temporary E&S controls used 

Mark out limit of disturbance 

7.
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Appendix B: Site Sample Drawings

Note: A copy of this Small Project Plan should be kept on site during the
construction activity and your contractor should have a copy of this Small Project

Plan available at all times. 
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Interactive Computer Resources 

1.Open Web Browser.
Go to Google Maps (www.google.com/maps) or Bing Maps
(www.bing.com/maps), or local county’s tax maps to access an
aerial map of your property. 

COMPUTER MAPPING TUTORIAL

2.Type in your property address, if using Google or Bing
Maps.

Use the zoom functions to zoom in as close as you can to your
property, making sure your entire lot is shown on the map.
Make sure the “Satellite” or “Aerial” function is tuned on so
that the map is shown in aerial photography format. 

3.Press “Print Screen”; Paste
Use print screen option on your computer to paste the screen
shot in the program of your choice to crop and edit. We
recommend PowerPoint, Microsoft Word, or Paint. 

4.Use drawing tools to add your different elements.
Using the “shapes” or other drawing tools available you can add
your erosion and sediment best management practices. Be sure
to use different colors for different elements of your map. Text
boxes can be used to add labels or a legend. 

5.Save and print your map. 
When you are done, you can save your map as a .pdf or
print it to go with your written erosion and sediment
plan. 

If you wish to create an E&S Plan online, there are steps
below to assist you in that process. 
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Silt Fence
10



Compost Filter Sock

What is it

11



Rock Construction Entrance
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Concrete Wash Out
13



Erosion Control Blanketing
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Pumped Water Fiiter Bag
15



Filter Bag Inlet Protection
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Temporary Seeding Species 

Annual Ryegrass 

Winter Rye

Spring Oats

Seeding Specifications 

Mulching Application

Straw

Hay

Wood Chips

Hydromulch
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Appendix C: Additional Resources

PA DEP Construction Stormwater E&S Guidance Guidelines for
erosion and sediment control practices. 
eMapPA: Interactive mapping tool for environmental features
and data.
National Wetlands Inventory Mapper: Federal wetland mapping
tool for identifying wetlands and aquatic habitats.

StreamStats: Watershed and stream flow statistics for planning
and flood risk evaluation.

FEMA Flood Map: Official floodplain maps used for planning and
flood risk evaluation.
Web Soil Survey:  Detailed soil data and soil property reports for
specific sites.
Integrated Water Quality Report 2026: State water quality
assessment 

PA DEP Website
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Scan for additional resources:

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dep/programs-and-services/water/clean-water/stormwater-management/construction-stormwater/eands-resources
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dep/programs-and-services/water/clean-water/stormwater-management/construction-stormwater/eands-resources
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dep/programs-and-services/water/clean-water/stormwater-management/construction-stormwater/eands-resources
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dep/programs-and-services/water/clean-water/stormwater-management/construction-stormwater/eands-resources
https://gis.dep.pa.gov/emappa/
https://gis.dep.pa.gov/emappa/
https://gis.dep.pa.gov/emappa/
https://www.fws.gov/program/national-wetlands-inventory/wetlands-mapper
https://www.fws.gov/program/national-wetlands-inventory/wetlands-mapper
https://www.fws.gov/program/national-wetlands-inventory/wetlands-mapper
https://streamstats.usgs.gov/ss/
https://streamstats.usgs.gov/ss/
https://streamstats.usgs.gov/ss/
https://streamstats.usgs.gov/ss/
https://msc.fema.gov/portal/home
https://msc.fema.gov/portal/home
https://msc.fema.gov/portal/home
https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm
https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm
https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/4e142b78603540509e887070186ae1c6
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/4e142b78603540509e887070186ae1c6
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/4e142b78603540509e887070186ae1c6
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/4e142b78603540509e887070186ae1c6
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/4e142b78603540509e887070186ae1c6
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/4e142b78603540509e887070186ae1c6
https://www.pa.gov/
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WWW.PAWCCD.ORG
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